How to Create a Project in MSVC++

First, go to the Start button on the bottom of your screen.  Choose Programs/Microsoft Visual Studio/Microsoft Visual C++

While the program loads you will see a splash screen followed by the MSVC++ IDE (Integrated Design Environment) with a tips dialog.  You can just close the dialog or you can check the "show tips on startup" before closing to suppress the tip of the day.

You should have 3 main windows in your view.  You can modify the view by going to the View menu item.  If you do not show the Output and Workspace windows, click on those items.  If you do not desire these windows click on the little x in the corner to close them.

You can customize which toolbars are shown by right clicking in the toolbar area and selecting/de-selecting.

To create a project with console (no windows Command Prompt) input/output, go to File/New.  From the New dialog choose the project tab.  In the project window choose Win32 Console Application.  You must give the project a name.  Note the location of the project: you can change its path if desired by typing over the path.  Select OK and a project dialog comes up that has empty application selected.  Click on Finish and then in the next dialog OK.

At this point you have an application frame work that will open a command prompt interface for input output when run.

You are ready to type in a test program.

To type in a test program you must start with a blank C++ file.  Click on File/New and in the New dialog choose the files tab and select C++ Source File.  Give the file a name and click OK.

You now have a blank file on the right hand side of your screen.  When you begin to type in a C++ program, your tokens will be color coded.  Type in the following program (or cut and paste).

/* 

    Your name

    CIT 245

    Purpose: Test File   

    File Name: foo.cpp 

*/

#include <iostream>

using namespace std

int main(){

   cout << "If this works, I made a program. "<< endl;

   return 1;

}

Now either go to the Build menu and choose Execute, or use the red !, or do CTRL F5.

The program will either compile and execute or you will have to make modifications to fix any typos.

I hope this helps,

Kenneth L Moore

